Bilateral exudative pleural effusions following intravenous ethchlorvynol administration.
A 26-year-old man had bilateral alveolar infiltrates and exudative pleural effusions following self-administration of intravenous ethchlorvynol (ECV). The effusions and pulmonary edema resolved by 72 h with supportive therapy only. As no other etiology was established, we concluded that the pathogenesis of the pleural fluid was the transvisceral pleural leak of the increased extravascular lung water induced by ECV. Current experimental and clinical evidence support the concept that pleural effusions probably develop in most states of permeability pulmonary edema.